Quote

Explanation

“In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple
facts, plain arguments, and common sense;...

What does Paine mean by Common Sense?

America would have flourished as much, and probably
much more, had no European power had anything to do
with her.

What is Paine trying to tell the colonists?

But she has protected us, say some. That she has
engrossed us is true, and defended the continent at our
expense as well as her own is admitted and she would
have defended Turkey from the same motives, viz (that
is) for the sake of trade and dominion...

Who is she? And Why use she?

But she has protected us, say some. That she has
engrossed us is true, and defended the continent at our
expense as well as her own is admitted and she would
have defended Turkey from the same motives, viz (that
is) for the sake of trade and dominion...

What is Paine referring to by writing she has protected
us?

We have boasted the protection of Great Britain, without
considering, that her motive was INTEREST not
ATTACHMENT,; that she did not protect us from OUR
ENEMIES on OUR ACCOUNT, but from HER
ENEMIES on HER OWN ACCOUNT, from those who
had no quarrel with us on any OTHER ACCOUNT, and
who will always be our enemies on the SAME
ACCOUNT.

What does Paine mean in this passage?

But Britain is the parent country, say some.

According to Paine, who is Britain and why use this
metaphor?
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I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation,
to shew, a single advantage that this continent can
reap, by being connected with Great Britain. I repeat
the challenge, not a single advantage is derived.

What does Paine really want the colonists to do?

Europe is too thickly planted with kingdoms to be
long at peace, and whenever a war breaks out between
England and any foreign power, the trade of America
goes to ruin, BECAUSE OF HER CONNECTION
WITH ENGLAND.

Is this his textual evidence? What is he trying to
persuade the colonists with?

The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature
cries, "TIS TIME TO PART.
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